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TOP SEGBET 

25X1 


19 Febinary 1952 


ITEM 6 

( Post-Agen da Item ) 

The Strategic Significance of Invol-untarv POW 
Repa t riation in Korea 

S-ummary ; The PsychologicJil Strategy Boeird Staff has become increasingly 
concerned with i:he prospect that the United States will not 
stand firm on the issiie of opposing forced repatriation of prisoners of 
var in Korea, particularly if this remains the sole determinant of whether 
a truce is to be negotiated. 

While we stil.l retain the freedom of initiative and action, it is 
believed feasible, as recormaerded in the 22 October 1951 study of the 
Psychological Strategy Bosird, to parole certain POW's now. 

Inasmuch as there are serious implications to involuntary repatria- 
tion of POW's which would have an adverse impact on all future U. S. 
psychological strategy, the Director of the Psychological Strategy 
Board believes the Board should become seized with the problem, and the 
item is therefore included for post-agenda discussion. 

Recommendation ; That the Psychological Strategy Board recommend that 
consideration of this problem be formalized at the National 
Security Council level. 
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COFT 7 


25X1 


19 F%braa*y 1952 


t^lEHCglMIXK RiE TfE. .DIESCTCE 


S1BJECT* Bte Sta^ategLo SigrljflLcaatte of Itrrolantaiy 

pW feipirii-iailop lii K»fea « 

KEFERiPJGIt PSB iKlO, dated 22 October 1951# Sai» subject* 


1* Attaebecl herewith please find suggested notes for 
post-agsnda discuseion at tts Pi^hologLeal Strategy Board 
Fseting of 21 Fet>ruary 1952* 

2* AttenUsn is particularly invited to PSB D-10, 
wherein it is oomeladed teat release or parole of prisoners 
is feasible ?nd grtor to the cessatton of hostilittes* If 
roMcaaiinatiMi of tie probl«ii is Irdicafted, this action shwild 
therefore be uxKlirtalcon as a matter of urgency* 


Assistant iurector 

Office of Braluatioa arsd Keriew 


25X1 


Attachments NOTES K)R POSSIBLE POS'lVAGENDA PSB DISCUSSION 
The Strategic Significance of Involuntary P*'* 
Repatriation in Korea* 


ect Mr* Bamea 
Mr# Taylfr 
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!• The ns, on 22 Octolser forwarded a staff stady on the repatriation 

of priaoiMrs of war to the fatlonal Secnrltgr Coaneil* It concladcd in getierai 
^lat invobmtary repatriatdLoa of prieemra of war was undesirable, tiiat a aieaias 
of releasing su^ prlaoners was available uadter the terraf of iim Ceneva Convea- 
tion wherein they jnlght be isaroled or released uneondltloiially prior to t*© 
cessation of hostilities, S 3 id recommesded that this course of action be adopted# 

2# Daring the past several nonths there has been extensive official and 
press (Hei^sslon of this setter «md it appeaze fros current instructions to 
Ckineral Ridgeway, the final US position on the subjeet say not have boon taken. 

A recent offioliii estisate isoncludes tliat involuntary repatriatiors m opposed 
to a renewal of open hos till ties would not have a serlouely adverse effect on 
the US luiychologlcal position with respect to defectors, etc, These estimate* 
are open to considerable question. It is noted, however, that the Vision 
with respect to Involunta:^ repatriation can at the present ttase still be made 
in eonjunctloa with other lt«BS and that question of a br««dcdown in the cease- 
fire cttgotiations is not neceestrlly u dlatorally coimectod wito the p» issue 
but it 8 q>peare that tola is bectwidLng wore difficult daily# 


3# At the present tine toero is no widespread active eoixtem in the OS 
OB the (^zeitios of possible failure on the part of the Chinese to return all 
AMrlesB prli^aers# But artieles now pegiasing to appear in the press raise 
the iqpeeter that the issue be presented to toe Aaerloan public as an 

*e 2 Shaa 0 B of Chlnase lives for American lives*. Should this ^velpp, it la 
likoly that too public outcry would obscure the basic aioral issue and jeop- 
ardise the effectiveness of th# t!S policy decision# 

U* At the present time, it appears that the DepartKient of State ai^ the 
Departsent of XMsfoBse are engaged in tne collection and careful analysis of 
toe fasts pertaining to tols problem# Preliid.nary indications arm that per- 
haps 3»000 Chinese and up to 10 perwaat of tto Kerto Korean PMs will fall 
witoln toe category of those whose return to tholr Iwmelands would result in 
their death, or who for other reasons do mt wish to be repatriated# 


$• There are addltl<ma:i coaplieatLons {aside from toe abstract moral 
issue) which are Use under consideration# These include toe not entirely 
desirable conditions in the camps and toe adverse psyeholc^cal effect of 
retandn^ mistreated prisoners to their homelarad| the umlllingnees of toe 
* military commander In the fiold to release suhatantial mitoers of prisomra 
htoiad his lines} too sorlous likelitood that CMnese released in Sonto 

Korea would themselves be ucjwelcome on Korean sell# It met also be seriously 
considered that toui pi^holo^cal effect of releasing such indivldiiials witoout 
adequate provision for ttoir welfare mi^t have a more serious adverse psycho- 
laical effect in toe long term than tl>e return to towir hoB»lands. The 
problem of disix^al is thersfore one of critical iiqp^tmzce# 
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6* there Is e serloos possj-hUi^ that the qaestion of inToluotazy 
repatriation of prisoners duq' ai;aln becoae an issue in the lhturs» both 
do^ns the cold war, ayKl in the ereat a funeral war should oeeur* Policjr 
guldanee in this prohles in lacking since the lndivl<hials aM principles 
inrolwed do not fall entirc^ly wlthla II5 concepts of political asylUB, or 
vithla the OeaeTa Conrenticm* Hie solution of ti» issue in Korea, while of 
critical iraiMidiate importuico, is also likelj therefore to prorlds a laid- 
tern or leng*xanse strategj c precedent. 







